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Features

•	 Illuminates	 unexpected	 continuities	
between	the	methods	of	literary	studies	and	
of	medicine

•	 The	first	book	to	trace	how	the	metaphor	of	
dissection	was	used	historically	 to	describe	
practices	of	reading	and	criticism

•	 Offers	 a	 theory	 of	 how	 lessons	 from	 the	
humanities	 might	 apply	 to	 medicine,	 and	
vice	versa,	in	the	present	day

“An	exhilarating	and	original	book	that	brings	
together	lyric	poetry,	the	novel,	and	the	history	
of	medicine...”	 - Daniel Wright, University of 
Toronto

“With	 learning	 and	 verve,	 Romantic	 Autopsy	
redeems	 and	 revitalizes	 the	 practice	 of	
symptomatic	 reading,	 providing	 a	 subtle,	
sensitive	account	of	the	practice’s	late	eighteenth	
and	early	nineteenth-century	origins.”	-- Deidre 
Lynch, Harvard University

“Simultaneously	an	authoritative	reference	work	
and	a	breath-taking	conceptual	flag	planted	in	
the	 fields	 of	 medical	 humanities	 and	 critical	
reading	theory,	Romantic	Autopsy	opens	wide	
the	 quest	 for	 deepening	 the	 readings	 of	 the	
future.”	--	Rita Charon, Columbia University

Arden Hegele is	a	Lecturer	in	the	Discipline	
English	and	Comparative	Literature	at	Columbia	
University.	She	specializes	in	nineteenth-century	
British	literature	and	the	medical	and	health	
humanities.
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